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Coming Meetings
American Medical Association, Atlantic City, New

Jersey, June 7-11, 1937. Olin West, M. D., 535 North
Dearborn Street, Chicago, secretary.

California Medical Association, Del Monte, May 3-6,
1937. F. C. Warnshuis, M. D., 450 Sutter Street, San
Francisco, secretary. f f t

Western Section: American Laryngological, Rhinologi-
cal, and Otological Society, San Diego, January 30-31,
1937. Dr. David R. Higbee, 3245 Fourth Avenue, San
Diego, chairman.

Medical Broadcasts*
American Medical Association
The American Medical Association and the National

Broadcasting Company are presenting the second series
of dramatized health broadcasts, under the title "Your
Health." The first broadcast in the new series, the thirty-
second dramatized co6perative broadcast under the title
"Your Health," was given October 13. The theme for
1936-1937 differs slightly from the topic in the first series,
which was "Medical Emergencies and How They Are
Met." The new series is built around the central idea
that "one hundred thousand American physicians in great
cities and tiny villages, who are members of the American
Medical Association and of county and state medical
societies, stand ready, day and night, to serve the Ameri-
can people in sickness and in health."
The program will be on the Blue network instead of

the Red, as originally announced.
The topics are announced monthly in advance in Hygeia,

the health magazine, and three weeks in advance in each
issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association.
The time of the broadcast is Tuesday afternoon, two

o'clock, Pacific time.

San Francisco County Medical Society
A radio broadcast program for the San Francisco

County Medical Society for the month of January is as
follows:
Tuesday, January 5-KYA, 6 p. m.
Tuesday, January 12-KYA, 6 p. m.
Tuesday, January 19-KYA, 6 p. m.
Tuesday, January 26-KYA, 6 p. m.

f1'

Los Angeles County Medical Association
The radio broadcast program for the Los Angeles

County Medical Association for the month of January is
as follows:

Saturday, January 2-KFI, 9:15 a. m.
Saturday, January 2-KFAC, 10:15 a. m.
Tuesday, January 5-KECA, 10:30 a. m.
Saturday, January 9-KFI, 9:15 a. m.
Saturday, January 9-KFAC, 10:15 a. m.
Tuesday, January 12-KECA, 10:30 a. m.
Saturday, January 16-KFI, 9:15 a. m.
Saturday, January 16-KFAC, 10:15 a. m.
Tuesday, January 19-KECA, 10:30 a. m.
Saturday, January 23-KFI, 9:15 a. m.
Saturday, January 23-KFAC, 10:15 a. m.
Tuesday, January 26-KECA, 10:30 a. m.
Saturday, January 30-KFI, 9:15 a. m.
Saturday, January 30-KFAC, 10:15 a. m.

* County societies giving medical broadcasts are re-
quested to send information as soon as arranged (stating
station, day, date and hour, and subject) to CALIFORNIA
AND WESTERN MEDICINE, 450 Sutter Street), San Francisco,
for Inclusion in this column.

Symposium on Heart Disease.-The postgraduate
symposium on heart disease, given at San Francisco on
November 18 and 19, the program of which was printed
on page 442 of the November issue, recorded an attend-
ance of California physicians representing some fifty cities.
The new officers of the Heart Committee elected for the

year 1937 are as follows: John P. Strickler, M. D., chair-
man; William Dock, M. D., vice-chairman; and Elbridge
J. Best, M. D., secretary.

Indo-Latin College of Surgeons.-A new organiza-
tion, the Indo-Latin College of Surgeons, was founded in
Mexico City November 20, 1936, during the meeting of
the Second National Assembly of Surgeons of Mexico.
It will be comprised of a membership from Mexico, Cen-
tral and South America, and be patterned after similar
organizations in this country, Canada, and England. The
venerable Dr. Ulises Valdez of Mexico City was chosen
the first president.
At the present time a few of the Mexican surgeons are

members of the American College, but it is quite apparent
that due to the difference in language, customs, and
nationalistic spirit of the Spanish-speaking countries, they
should have their own organization. The percentage of
Mexican physicians speaking Engligh is certainly not
greater than that of the American physicians speaking
Spanish, and does not exceed five per cent.

Dr. Felix Miller of El Paso and Dr. Carl Hoag of San
Francisco were the official representatives of the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons at the founding ceremonies.

School Absences and Disease Reporting.-School ap-
propriations in California are based upon average annual
attendance, with proper allowances for absences due to
epidemics. Because of the wide variation in the methods
employed in reporting epidemics, it has become necessary
for the State Department of Public Health to adopt a
uniform procedure. Following is the text of a letter upon
this subject sent recently to all local health officers in
the State by Dr. Walter M. Dickie, Director of Public
Health:
To preserve the purpose of reporting those diseases

designated by law and to insure accuracy in our statistical
procedure, it has become necessary to make some changes
in the method of submitting the records of those cases not
attended by physicians.
Therefore, beginning with this school year, we shall

refuse to accept any reports of cases of communicable
diseases unless submitted to us in the regular way-that
is, through the local health officer at the time the illness
occurs and on the official cards provided for that purpose.
Our experience during recent years has been very un-

satisfactory with reference to the procedure for reporting
communicable diseases in school children. At the end of
the school year, the school authorities have stressed the
point of having all cases of the diseases epidemic during
the school year reported, to enable us to certify to the
State Department of Education that epidemic conditions
did exist and thereby permit them to request emergency
attendance consideration. In many instances to complete
our records, the school principal or the superintendent
sent us lists of children's names as cases.
These cases not attended by physicians must be re-

ported by the parents, the nurse, or the school authorities
either at the time of the illness, or when the child returns
to school, these reports to be submitted to you as health
offlcer and if acceptable to you they shall be forwarded to
the State Department of Public Health.
Lists of names prepared by school authorities at the end

of the school year will not be accepted. We ask that you
convey this information to the school superintendents and
principals in your territory.
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Rheumatic Disease in Northern California.-A hint
that the people of northern California should take extra
precautions to guard their health during December, Janu-
ary, and February, to help prevent or overcome rheumatic
diseases, is contained in a report by Dr. Amos Christie,
instructor in pediatrics and medicine in the University of
California Medical School. At the same time, Doctor
Christie states, "we are dealing with a benign type of
rheumatic infection, comparable with that of other com-
municable diseases in California."
The study made by Doctor Christie revealed "an un-

usually high hospital incidence and a low general inci-
dence" of rheumatic fever in northern California. A study
of 116 cases in San Francisco indicates that the incidence
of carditis, or inflammation of the heart, in combination
with other rheumatic manifestations, is correspondingly
low.
The high hospital incidence of rheumatic disease in San

Francisco is strikingly in contrast with the low general
incidence, according to Doctor Christie. One reason ad-
vanced is that many persons migrate to California for
their health and seek the hospitals of the big cities for the
treatment of rheumatic ailments, but this reason is not
fully borne out by the showing made by hospitals in other
populous centers of the State. The low incidence of rheu-
matic fever among school children in San Francisco may
also be attributed to the possibility that the disease be-
comes benign for long periods after its typical onset,
although this is also a matter of considerable speculation.
But the fact remains, according to Doctor Christie, that

in San Francisco "we deal with a relatively benign type
of rheumatic infection, when measured in terms of cardiac
damage resulting from the rheumatic infection."

Doctor Christie's report appears in the current issue of
The American Heart Journal.

Too Much Sunshine, Bottled or Free, Declared
Serious.-The absorption of California's widely adver-
tised sunshine, either externally or internally, should be
in moderation or serious results may follow. External
consumption is represented by the sun bath and various
other forms of irradiation in which either Old Sol himself
figures, or his place is taken by a lamp or other con-
trivance. Internal consumption is represented by the vita-
min D concentrates and preparations sold by drug stores
or added to foods. This is the famous "sunshine vitamin."
The University of California Medical School and the

San Francisco Department of Public Health have joined
in a warning against too much sunshine, particularly in
the concentrated form, because of the possibility of de-
layed harmful effects. The University's warning reads:

"Naturally this is not an argument for interfering with
the treatment or prevention of rickets by vitamin D. But
it is a plea to use some discretion in the amounts of vita-
min D prescribed. Commercial enterprise is endeavoring
to capitalize to the fullest in the current popular vogue
for vitamin D. In addition to a sun-tan craze there are
ballyhooed everywhere irradiated foodstuffs of all varie-
ties, metabolized milks and even 'sunshine soaps.' But
when on top of an unknown but probably quite adequate
intake of vitamin D, especially in Sunny California, chil-
dren are dosed with large amounts of vitamin D prepa-
rations by overanxious mothers, it is time for physicians
to use care in prescribing the drug."
The warning of the San Francisco health department

states:
"The director of public health wishes to record the fact

that he disapproves of the present tendency of manufac-
turers to add measured quantities of vitamins to foods for
commercial purposes. There is still considerable question,
particularly in the instance of vitamin D, of what consti-
tutes the proper dosage of vitamin concentrates in the
various age groups. Any attempt to increase the sale of
a food product, especially milk, by the addition of a sub-
stance whose value to the public health is still a contro-
versial problem is indeed ill-advised. Even if it is granted
that the actual danger in the consumption of vitamin D
milk is relatively minimal, there is as yet no definite and
accepted information on the limits or margins of clinical
safety."
The University's statement was prepared by Dr. Chaun-

cey D. Leake, professor of pharmacology, and the city's
statement by Dr. J. C. Geiger, health officer.

Stanford Popular Medical Lectures.-The Stanford
University School of Medicine, San Francisco, announces
the fifty-fifth series of popular medical lectures to be
given in Lane Hall on alternate Friday evenings at eight
o'clock during the winter quarter, 1937. The dates, titles,
and lecturers are as follows:
January 8-Syphilis and Its Control, Dr. Jacques P.

Gray.
January 22-The County Hospital and the Public, Dr.

Benjamin W. Black.
February 5-Recent Advances in the Treatment of

Tuberculosis, Dr. William C. Voorsanger.
February 19-The Crippled Child, Dr. Frederic C. Bost.
March 5-Behind the Scenes of Pain Relievers in Den-

tistry, Dr. Sanford M. Moose.
March 19-The Rising Death Rate From Heart Dis-

ease, Dr. J. Marion Read.

Undulant Fever Symposium-Following is the pro-
gram of an undulant fever symposium recently held under
the auspices of the Southern California Public Health
Association and the Internal Section of the Los Angeles
County Medical Society at the Los Angeles County Medi-
cal Association Building, Wilshire and Westlake avenues,
Los Angeles:

General Discussion of the Problem-Dr. Karl F. Meyer,
Director of the George Williams Hooper Foundation for
Medical Research, San Francisco.

Public Health Problems-Dr. Wilton L. Halverson,
Health Officer, Pasadena.
Laboratory Problems-Dr. Alvin G. Foord, Patholo-

gist, Huntington Memorial Hospital.
Medical Problems-Dr. Philips J. Edson, Pasadena.
Dr. R. V. Stone of the Los Angeles County Health

Department is president and Mr. Charles W. Arthur of
the Pasadena City Health Department is secretary of the
Southern California Public Health Association.

Cervix Cancer Can Be Sharply Reduced.-If it were
possible to examine a large number of women at intervals
through the simple procedure of an iodin stain, now per-
fected, the present high mortality from cancer of the
cervix or neck of the womb would be greatly reduced.
A nearly 100 per cent security for permanent definite
healing is possible where the cancer or carcinoma of this
type has been detected at the very beginning of its onset
by means of the stain. Diagnosis of cancer of the cervix
is now possible through the stain, long before the tissue
change becomes apparent to the patient or possibly to the
doctor himself.
These findings were detailed to the faculty of the Uni-

versity of California Medical School by Dr. Walter
Schiller, noted pathologist of the Frauenklinik, Vienna, in
a recent visit to the school. Doctor Schiller likewise
detailed the long years of tedious laboratory and clinical
study before the stain process could be determined or
proved. He is credited with being the discoverer of the
process.
"The genuine early cancers consist of a superficial

layer, first without and then with cones penetrating
deeply," he said. "Therefore all early growths have a
smooth surface, the superficial layer lying quite flush with
the normal surface and showing no papillary (nipple-like)
growth, recesses or ulceration. This is what makes it so
difficult to diagnose the first stage of cancer, because the
superficial layer is not distinguished either in color or
form from the normal surrounding epithelium."

Cancer of the cervix usually starts when the glycogen,
a carbohydrate found in most of the actively functioning
cells of the body, disappears from the superficial tissue.
This change occurs suddenly and without intermediate
stages; but it can be detected by the aqueous iodin test,
which marks off the areas which contain no glycogen.
This carbohydrate is always absent in cancer. If the cer-
vix is washed with the iodin solution, normal epithelium
will become stained dark brown within twenty or thirty
seconds, while cancerous epithelium will remain white.
The optimal solution was also described by Doctor

Schiller as pure iodin, one part; potassium iodid, two
parts; water, 300 parts. The method can be applied with-
out difficulty, with no discomfort to the patient, and
quickly produces the desired showing.
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Safety Nets on Golden Gate Bridge.-On July 13,
1936, the California Industrial Accident Commission held
a hearing with the contractors on the steel-erection work
for the suspension span of the Golden Gate Bridge, San
Francisco. Following this hearing the Commission ordered
nets installed for the protection of all workers who might
fall during the steel erection, painting, paving, and electri-
cal work.

In complying with this order the contractors, in cooper-
ation with the Golden Gate Bridge and Highway District,
constructed nets 120 feet wide and totaling over 6,400 feet
long, extending from the concrete pylon on the San Fran-
cisco side to the corresponding pylon on the Marin side,
and 10 feet beyond each side of the bridge work. The
work of hanging the nets was done from four net travel-
ers, thus providing 100 per cent protection to all workmen
once the net travelers were erected.
To date, three lives have positively been saved because

these men fell into the net, and without this protection
would have fallen into the bay, 200 feet below.

This net is an innovation in safety on bridge construc-
tion, and due to its success not only as to safety, but
because it has speeded up erection work, will, no doubt,
establish a standard that will be used on future bridges.
Already the Industrial Commission of British Columbia

has made inquiries into the practicabilities and cost of
this net, and they will no doubt install such a net on the
bridge across the narrows at Vancouver.

It is hoped all future bridges will require some form of
safety net.

The Cancer Clinic in Medical and Dental Schools-
Grant E. Ward, M. D., in the December Bulletin of the
American Society for the Control of Cancer, states:

"Since 1900 vital statistics in various large centers of
population and in all registration districts throughout the
United States have shown a steady rise in cancer mor-
tality, until, at present, cancer is second only to cardio-
vascular diseases as the cause of death. (Some statistics
place pneumonia second and cancer third.) The question
naturally arises, 'Why the increase in cancer deaths and
is it real or apparent?' Several facts come to the fore in
the study of this question.

"In the last fifty years, advances in scientific medicine
have changed the order of death dealing diseases. A half-
century ago communicable diseases-plague, smallpox,
diphtheria, typhoid, infant dysentery, malaria, yellow
fever, tuberculosis-were the great scourges of the civil-
ized world. One by one these epidemics have been con-
quered. The 'white plague,' which at one time led in the
cause of death, is now far down the list. . . Most of
these infectious diseases took their toll of death from in-
fants, children and young adults, so that the average age
of our population about forty or fifty years ago was about
thirty-five. As infectious diseases were controlled, the
average age of man has gradually increased, until today
it is fifty years or more. This means that people living
through the average age of fifty will die of diseases occur-
ring in the latter years of life. One of the chief of these
is cancer. Cancer is recognized as a disease of middle and
late life, although we are continually seeing cancer in the
younger ages. Cardiovascular diseases, nephritis, and the
like, are also diseases of later life and are now prominent
in the cause of death as compared with a few decades ago,
even ahead of cancer.

"According to the statistics of the New York Health
Department, there is not an actual increase in the percent-
age of death caused by cancer in the various age groups.

"This report charts the cancer deaths for the various
decades of life, including the years ten to eighty. Al-
though many more persons live to the upper decades of
life (above forty) than formerly, the percentage of deaths
from cancer in the upper brackets is no larger than it was
in 1900.
"Other factors bearing on the increase in cancer deaths

throughout the country are more accurate vital statistics,
correct diagnosis by x-rays, pathologic studies, and more
exact diagnoses by operation.

"Interpret these data as one will, cancer is second in the
toll of death throughout the country. This means that it
is of paramount importance to teach medical and dental
students the early symptoms of cancer and to make them
'cancer-conscious,' so that they will recognize all types of
pre-malignant diseases during routine examinations." . . .

New Blood-Clot Factor Found in University of
California Laboratory.-Discovery of an additional fac-
tor in the mechanism of blood clotting in humans and
animals is reported from the division of biochemistry,
University of California. The laboratories concerned are
now trying to isolate this factor and to determine its
chemical nature.
The possibility that when this work is cleared up it

may play a part in the treatment of certain diseases in
which abnormal bleeding is present, is expressed by the
discoverers. Among these diseases are hemophilia, and
hemorrhages arising from jaundiced or other conditions.

Notification of the discovery was published by Dr.
David M. Greenberg of the division of biochemistry, and
Clarence E. Larson, graduate student, formerly in the
division and now in the laboratories of the Mount Zion
Hospital, San Francisco.

Story of the Christmas Seal.-Einar Holbell, a postal
clerk in Copenhagen, wanted to build a hospital for tuber-
culous children. As he sorted stacks of letters at Christ-
mas time, his thoughts flashed back and forth between the
cheer of holiday mail and the tears of children. From the
postage stamps of his beloved Denmark on the front of
mail, he conceived other colorful stickers on the back,
each to be sold for a penny, the funds so derived to fight
tuberculosis, greatest killer of all times.

Appealing to his king and queen, Holboell received
royal approval, and thus, in 1904, was born the Christmas
Seal, an idea so compelling that it has encircled the world,
a mighty force for the prevention of needless deaths.

In 1907, Miss Emily Bissell of Delaware, who also
wanted to build a hospital for tuberculous children, learned
of the Danish Christmas Seals. She published and sold
the first American Seals that year. Then the Tuberculosis
Association adopted the plan, and today the aggregate of
funds thus raised has reached $80,000,000.

Silicosis in California.--lThe State Assembly Com-
mittee, authorized by the Legislature to investigate the
problem of silicosis, met in the State Building, San Fran-
cisco, on Tuesday, November 10.

Commissioner Frank C. MacDonald reported to the
committee concerning the law and the safety program in-
augurated under his supervision for the purpose of pro-
tecting employees in California from hazardous exposure
to dusts, fumes, vapors, and gases.
Mr. Daniel W. Burbank, attorney for the California In-

spection Rating Bureau, testifying for and on behalf of the
insurance companies in California who carry workmen's
compensation insurance, made the following statement:

I represent the California Inspection Rating Bureau,
composed of the carriers of workmen's compensation In
the State of California. We are marking time on the sili-
cosis matter and are very, very active on certain other
aspects. We are marking time from the standpoint of
suggesting legislation. We will have no suggestions to
make to you-have none now and will make none at the
coming legislature. We are, on the other hand, exceed-
ingly active from the standpoint of silicosis in our Safety
and Engineering and Prevention Departments. Our aims
are exactly those of the Industrial Accident Commission-
the insurance carriers' aims are those of the Industrial
Accident Commission, and I can say all right-minded em-
ployers have exactly in mind what Mr. MacDonald stated
so well was the primary purpose of workmen's compen-
sation, which is to prevent disease and to permit work-
men to be employed under healthful conditions. We have
a large staff of inspectors and are constantly working to
devise ways of avoiding this risk to employees. Under
the scheme of rates set up, it is worth while to an em-
ployer to participate and cooperate, and I can also say
that Mr. MacDonald is 100 per cent correct in so far as
our experience goes in saying that the employers have
cooperated. I think you, Mr. Chairman, very aptly said
a moinent ago that the legislation suggested last season
and perhaps the controversy over rates, while it was dis-
tasteful, nevertheless served a useful purpose by the pub-
licity and argument that went on, in waking up the em-
ployers of the State. I wish to say in addition simply this,
that we applaud and approve Mr. MacDonald's premise.
His opening statement was very splendid and very fair,
and while the Workmen's Compensation Act gives the
Industrial Accident Commission ample police power, yet
it is absolutely unfair of the State to expect them to dis-
charge those duties and to police industries, as Industry
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must be policed and inspected and educated and advised,
as they so well do, unless they have adequate help to do it.
This is fundamental, but the fact is they have not had
it and the workmen of the State are suffering on account
of it through no fault of the Commission, which is entirely
competent to direct that aid if the Legislature will give
Mr. MacDonald the program he has outlined here, and it
will be the most remunerative expenditure of money, I
think Mr. MacDonald will agree, that the State could
possibly make. I applaud and approve his program, and
I am sure that we meet on a common ground; that all
employers and their insurance carriers and everyone who
does the right thing in this regard will agree, and I only
hope that some concerted action to bring this to the
attention of the Legislature will be taken.

Heart Disease Symposium at Los Angeles.-The
fifth annual symposium on heart disease by the Los Ange-
les Heart Association, a Chapter of the California Heart
Association, will be held in the Los Angeles County
Medical Association Building, 1925 Wilshire Boulevard,
January 28-29, 1937. This will be the fifth annual sym-
posium of the Los AngTles Heart Association, and it is
the desire of the Association to continue these annual
meetings if the attendance is satisfactory. The present
officers of the Association are: Dr. Arthur M. Hoffman,
president; Dr. William H. Leake; Dr. George H. Houck,
secretary.
The evening session on Thursday, January 28, will be

a joint meeting with the Los Angeles Clinical and Patho-
logical Society. The evening session on Friday, Janu-
ary 29, will be a joint meeting with the Los Angeles
County Medical Association. The guest speaker this year
is Dr. William Dock, professor of pathology at Stanford
University Medical School, San Francisco.

This program has been arranged principally for the
benefit of members of the medical profession in general
practice in Southern California. All physicians who are

interested in the various aspects of heart disease are urged
to join the California Heart Association. The annual dues
are two dollars.
The program includes the following:

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28
Evening Meeting, Eight O'Clock

(Joint Meeting with Los Angeles Clinical and Pathological
Society)

Problems in Heart Disease
Clinical; Physiological; and Pathological

A Round-Table Discussion: Led by Howard F. West,
M.D., Burrell 0. Raulston, M.D., Verne R. Mason, M.D.,
John W. Budd, M.D., and William H. Leake, M.D.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29
Morning Session, 9:45 O'Clock

Treatment of Cardiovascular Syphilis-George H. Houck,
M.D.

Cardiac Abnormalities in Diseases of the Thyroid Gland-
Walter A. Bliss, M.D.

The Sedimentation Rate in Coronary Thrombosis-
R. Manning Clarke, M.D.

Peripheral Embolism in Heart Disease-William H. Leake,
M.D.

Chest Pain in Heart Disease-Morris H. Nathanson, M.D.
Diagnosis of Cardiac Infarction-James F. Churchill, M.D.

(by invitation).

Afternoon Session, Two O'clock
Diagnosis of Rheumatic Fever-E. Richmond Ware, M.D.
Diagnosis of Cardiovascular Emergencies - Donald J.

Frick, M.D.
Treatment of Cardiovascular Emergencies-Lewis T. Bul-

lock, M.D.
Diuretics-Hilmar 0. Koefod, M.D. (by invitation).
The Value of Auscultatory Findings in Heart Disease
William Dock, M.D. (by invitation).

Evening Session, Eight O'Clock
(Joint Meeting with Los Angeles County Medical

Association)
Heart Disease as a Community Problem-Arthur M. Hoff-
man, M.D.

The Significance of Dyspnea-William Dock, M.D. (by invi-
tation).

Exhibits of pathological specimens and of electrocardio-
grams will be found on the second floor during the Friday
sessions. NEWTON EVANS, M.D.

R. MANNING CLARKE, M.D.

Medical Conference Clinics in Oakland.-A medical
conference for general practitioners, initiated by the Ala-
meda County Institutions Commission, approved by the
Alameda County Medical Association and arranged by
the staffs of the Alameda County hospitals in co6peration
with the University of California Extension Division, will
be held in Oakland during the week of February 1 to 5,
inclusive.
The object of this postgraduate course is to give the

general practitioner an intensive week of study and demon-
stration, covering the various problems that he meets
daily in general practice. To accomplish this the various
departments of the Alameda County hospitals have com-
bined their resources to give a complete course, extending
over a wide field. The program includes lectures by the
medical staff, supplemented by surgical demonstration of
the same topics by the surgical department. The course
is open to general practitioners, graduates of regular
schools of medicine.
The program will be given by the assistance of the

staff of the Alameda County hospitals, with Dr. Benjamin
W. Black, director, in charge, co6perating with the Ex-
tension Division of the University of California.
About forty physicians will participate in the program

of study. Among those who have definitely been sched-
uled for a part in the program are: Doctors Benjamin W.
Black (director), Charles A. Dukes, Sumner Evering-
ham, Edward N. Ewer, Harold Hitchcock, Robert T.
Legge, Albert M. Meads, William H. Strietman, Fletcher
Taylor, and H. J. Templeton.

Instruction will begin at 8 a. m. and continue through
the whole day until 9:30 p. m. daily from February 1 to 5.
The Thursday evening meeting will be held with the Ala-
meda County Medical Society. On Friday evening, con-
ference members will be the guests of the hospital staff at
a banquet at the Claremont Country Club.
The fee for the conference will be $25.

Program of Courses
The complete program of the conference follows:
Medical Department.-Peptic ulcer-various symptoms,

diagnosis, and modern treatment; thyroid and para-
thyroid-symptoms and laboratory findings; gall-bladder
diseases-the clinical tests, the x-ray examinations and
interpretations; cardiovascular diseases; tuberculosis-
sanatorium care and clinic treatment followed by a dis-
play of chest surgery, illustrating the recently advanced
surgical procedures; arthritis; glandular disorders-illus-
trated by a series of individuals presenting glandular dys-
trophies; nutrition; leukemias and anemias-both clinic
and laboratory study; pneumonia-with suggestions for
home treatment; communicable diseases-presented at the
isolation department, where a great variety of contagious
diseases will be found; orthopedics-a discussion and
presentation of the common fractures met in practice.

Surgical Department.-The surgical department will
assist in the medical program by demonstrating the vari-
ous operations resulting from these diseases, such as
thyroidectomy, gastric surgery, gall-bladder surgery. The
surgical department will also present the treatment of
extensive burns and surgical shock, industrial surgery,
and the surgery of hernias.
The neurology department will give special emphasis

upon the diagnosis and treatment of fractured skulls, so
commonly met with today in private practice, due to high-
way accidents. A demonstration of the procedure and
value of spinal punctures, cisternal punctures, and en-
cephalography will be presented.
The genito-urinary department will present the subject

of hematuria in trauma and disease. Also the treatment
of acute venereal disease will be given.
The dermatology department will present an illustrated

demonstration of skin diseases that are of interest to the
general practitioner together with the modern treatment
of syphilis.
The gynecology and obstetrical departments will thor-

oughly cover the subj ect of pelvic examination with
differential diagnosis of pelvic conditions. The obstetrical
department will cover the subject of complications of
pregnancy and will also report methods of handling mater-
nity cases, following delivery. Arrangements may be
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made for attendance at the delivery of cases all during
the week.
The cancer clinic will present the subject of cancer, its

early diagnosis, pathology, and treatment, from the great
number of illustrative cases and will be followed by a
demonstration of cancer surgery.
The pathologic department will hold an interesting

clinical pathology conference.
The x-ray department will demonstrate the use of

radium, radiation, and x-ray.

LETTERS

Concerning the fight against syphilis.*
CALIFORNIA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

December 5, 1936.
To the Editor:-You are quite aware that since Doctor

Parran has assumed the office of Surgeon-General of the
United States Public Health Service one of his outstand-
ing objectives is to educate the public in regard to syphilis
and its complications. One of the plans of the United
States Public Health Service, under the Social Security
program, is the conducting of a campaign that would be
nation-wide for the eradication and treatment of those
afflicted with syphilis.
The Department of Public Relations of the California

Medical Association is commencing to receive inquiries
from lay individuals as to where they may obtain depend-
able information and literature upon the subj ect. The
Committee on Public Relations is preparing, after con-
sultation with competent members of the profession, a
bibliography that may be sent to these inquiring indi-
viduals. As far as the education of the public is con-
cerned, this committee feels that the public will gain their
educational information through the activities of the
United States Public Health Service and the Social Se-
curity Administration. We, however, feel that a very seri-
ous problem arises with regard to the members of our
profession and their competency to recognize as well as
treat this affliction. We feel that there has been a lack of
professional training and education due to more or less
apathy on the part of educators and the prudery of the
public press as well as society. Now when the attempt is
being made to educate the public, if physicians are not
brought up to a level of competency and do not provide
adequate care for those who consult them they will be
laying themselves liable to suits for malpractice.
To that end the committee feels that organized medi-

cine must make a very effective effort to enlighten and
instruct the members of the profession.

In the November, 1936, issue of the Archives of Internal
Medicine there is a very splendid review of recent litera-
ture and an excellent discussion of the entire question of
syphilis, prepared by Doctors Padget and Moore of Balti-
more.

Several of the members of this committee feel that it
would be most helpful if CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN
MEDICINE were, in two or three issues, to reproduce this
summary for the benefit of our members. We also feel
that in each issue in the department of Bedside Medicine
there should be a sustained or consecutive series of arti-
cles written by competent men for the education of our
public.

I am sending these suggestions to you as chairman of
the Committee on Public Relations, and respectfully re-
quest that you initiate these suggestions in CALIFORNIA
AND WESTERN MEDICINE.
The committee is willing to be of all assistance possible.

If we can be helpful to you, please call on us.
Sincerely yours,

C. A. DUKES, M. D.

* See editorial comment In this Issue, page 3.

Concerning reporting of syphilis and gonorrhea.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

WASHINGTON
November 16, 1936.

To Co6perating Health Officers:
During the last few years, health officers and others

interested in the control of syphilis and gonorrhea have
heard much regarding the development of an efficient sys-
tem of reporting these diseases. The Public Health Serv-
ice has been requested to institute studies aimed at the
improvement of morbidity reports for syphilis and gonor-
rhea. Meanwhile, it is highly desirable to continue the
old system of collecting morbidity reports, which has been
in use in health departments for a decade or more.

Attention is invited to the large number of health de-
partments which fail to submit morbidity reports to the
Public Health Service at the present time. When the plan
of publishing morbidity reports for syphilis and gonorrhea
in cities with a population of 200,000 or more was insti-
tuted about ten months ago, practically all of the cities
submitted reports. Considerable correspondence has been
held with health departments since that time in which
attempts have been made to encourage reporting. In spite
of this, the present monthly statement indicates a grave
lack of interest. From a study of the statements which
are presented herewith, one gains the impression that the
extent to which such reports are made varies in direct
proportion to the interest and initiative of the health offi-
cers in the various states and cities.
By direction of the Surgeon-General.

Respectfully,
R. A. VONDERLEHR,

Assistant Surgeon-General, Division of
Venereal Diseases.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

State health officers' monthly statement of venereal dis-
eases reported. For the month of September, 1936.
This statement is issued monthly for the information of

health officers in order to furnish current data as to the
prevalence of the venereal diseases. The following reports
were received from state health officers. The figures are
preliminary and subject to correction. It is hoped that
this will stimulate more complete reporting of these
diseases.

, ~Syphillis--- , r---Gonorrhea
Cases Monthly Case Cases Monthly Case
Reported Rates Reported Rates
During Per 10,000 During Per 10,000
Month Population Month Population

California .................. 1,358 2.41 1,4842.63
Total (all states)..22,087 1.86 15,101 1.27
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Monthly statement of venereal diseases reported in
California cities with populations of 200,000 or over. For
the month of September, 1936. o

Sgphilis , --Gonorrhea >
Cases Montlhy Case Cases Monthly Case

Reported Ratee Reported Rates
During Per 10,000 During Per 10,000
Month Population Month Population

Los Angeles .............. 361 2.52 368 2.57
Oakland.............. 36 1.19 55 1.81

SanFrancisco *
------.... ......

* No report for current month.

Concerning aclmowledgment of Widney reprint.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

DIVISION OF ACCESSIONS
WASHINGTON

To the Editor:-By direction of the librarian, I beg to
acknowledge with cordial appreciation the receipt from
you of the gift mentioned below, a welcome addition to
the collections of the Library of Congress.

Very truly yours,
FAUSTON DOWNIS,

Acting Chief, Division of Accessions.
A copy of: "Joseph Pomeroy Widney, . . . Founder of

the Los Angeles County Medical Association and of the
College of Medicine of the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, civic worker and author; some biographical notes
on a colleague, who, at the age of 95, still 'carries on.'
By E. T. W.9p


